Meloxib’®

- Category:

Nonsteroidal anti- inflammatory ( Antirheumatic)

- Mechanism of action:

The action of meloxicam may be related to prostaglandin
(cyclooxygenase — 2) inhibition.

- Indication and usage:

Meloxicam is indicated for the relief of the sign and
symptoms of osteoarthritis. It is also used in the management
of Rheumatoid arthritis and for the symptomatic treatment
of Ankylosing spondylitis and it exhibits anti-inflammatory,
analgesic and antipyretic activities.

- Pharmacokinetics:

-Absolute bioavailability of a single oral dose is 89%.
-Protein binding is 99.4%.

-Biotransformation : metabolized largely by CYP4502C9.
-Elimination: half life is 15 to 20 hours. Time to peak
concentration is 5 to 6 hours. Excretion is predominantly
in the form of metabolites and occure to an equal extent
in the urine and feces.

-Administration with food and antacids does not affect
the extent of absorbtion.

- Contraindication:

Aspirin - induced nasal polyps associated with broncho-
spasm. Gastrointestinal bleeding (active or pre-existing).
Active PUD, severe renal function impairment, allergic
reaction induced by aspirin. Hepatic function impairment,
asthma, congestive heart disease.

- Dosage and administration:

Usual adult dose in osteoarthritis is 7.5mg once daily
and increased if necessary to a maximum of 15mg daily
given as a single dose. In the treatment of Rheumatoid
arthritis and ankylosing spondilitis, meloxicam is given
oral in a usual dose of 15mg daily as a single dose.

- Adverse effects:

Diarrhea, dyspepsia, flatulence.

Incidence less frequent: Abdominal pain, anxiety, confusion,
constipation, nausea and or vomiting, nervousness,
somnolence.

Incidence rare: Anaphylactoid reaction, anemia, gastro-
intestinal bleeding or hemorrhage.

- Drug interactions:

-Aspirin: may increased rate of gastrointestinal ulceration.
-Lithium: close monitoring is recommended when meloxicam
is introduced or withdrawn.

-Warfarin or other anticoagulants: close monitoring is
recommended.

-ACEl: may diminish antihyperntensive effect of ACEIS
and increased the risk of renal failure.

- Pregnancy Category: C

- Breast feeding: Not recomenended because of risk
of serious side effects.

- Pediatric: Safety and efficacy have not been established.
- Package:

20 yellow scored tablets of 7.5 mg in each blister, 5 blisters
in each box (100 tablets in each box).

10 yellow scored tablets of 15 mg in each blister, 10 blisters
in each box (100 tablets in each box).
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